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“Transformations in Turkish Foreign Policy under the Justice and
Development Party”

Researcher:

Alaa Mohammed Ismail

Abstract:

In recent years, Turkey has become a key player on the international stage, reflecting a notable evolution in the
strategies of influence it employs. With the accelerating regional and international changes, particularly after the Arab
revolutions of the "Arab Spring," Turkey emerged as a power striving to enhance its influence in multiple regions, including
the Middle East, the Balkans, and the Caucasus.

Turkish strategies of influence are considered one of the crucial topics in geopolitical studies, especially in light
of ongoing regional and international changes. Since the beginning of the 21st century, Turkey has witnessed a significant
shift in its foreign policy, aiming to expand its influence in several areas, including the Middle East, the Balkans, and the
Caucasus. This approach is part of Turkey’s effort to strengthen its position as an active regional power in response to global
challenges and political changes.

The transformations in Turkish foreign policy under the Justice and Development Party (AKP) reflect Ankara’s
ambitions to enhance its regional and international influence, relying on an approach that combines soft diplomacy and direct
interventions according to geopolitical changes. This policy has contributed to expanding Turkey’s role on the international
stage.

However, alongside these external transformations, the AKP government has faced internal challenges that have
impacted its foreign policy, starting with the economic crisis and its repercussions, moving to the shift towards a presidential
system, crises related to refugees and migration, and extending to issues concerning human rights and democracy.
Furthermore, the Kurdish issue has been a continuous challenge that affected the country's stability and extended its impact
on foreign policy.

Keywords: Turkish foreign policy, Justice and Development Party, Internal challenges, Turkish diplomacy.
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